
DESIGN STANDARDS  
& POLICIES MANUAL 

 
 

The City of Scottsdale Planning and Development Service’s mission is to assist the 
development and improvement of property in a way that recognizes landowner’s rights, 
protects the public interests of health, safety and welfare, and achieves the lasting value and 
quality of life possible through comprehensive and orderly planning.  Staff accomplishes this 
through processes that not only assure compliance with zoning and technical codes, but 
also advance the vision and value unique to Scottsdale. 

The Design Standards and Policies Manual introduces the processes associated with land 
development, describes Scottsdale’s standards and policies for infrastructure design, and 
assists preparation of the technical plans and reports necessary for project review and 
approval.  These guidelines clarify and supplement requirements in the Scottsdale Revised 
Code, including the zoning and subdivision ordinances, floodplain and stormwater 
regulation, fire and building codes, and other regulations for land development and 
construction within Scottsdale.  The information is presented in a sequence that parallels 
developing a raw tract of land, from site planning and platting issues, to grading and 
drainage considerations and so on.   The intent is to assist architects, developers, 
engineers, contractors, and others through the development process.    
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2004 Update 
The DS&PM was first published in 1989 and first rewritten in 1991, and 
minor changes were made in the 1999 revision. Feedback from engineers, 
architects, contractors, and other users resulted in key improvements in this 
2004 revision.  Major changes are highlighted throughout by the push-pin 
icon shown to the left. 
 
The chapters remain organized by discipline, such as transportation, water, 
and wastewater.  Requirements for fire regulations and the Environmentally 
Sensitive Lands Ordinance are integrated into appropriate chapters so 
users have a more comprehensive understanding of requirements earlier in 
the planning process.  Figures are redone for better clarity and 
reproducibility.  Whenever possible, active links are provided in the 
electronic version to direct users to the referenced item, such as other City 
documents or publications, or outside sources.   

While the DS&PM is still available in hard copy for those who prefer that 
format, the “official” format is now an interactive CD-ROM; you can 
purchase either version from the City’s One Stop Shop.  A PDF version of 
this manual is available for download at: 
www.scottsdaleaz.gov/design/dspm/.   

An on-line subscription is available so subscribers can receive immediate 
updates and changes to the DS&PM and access an archive of changes.  
Updates will be posted to the web site, but no hard-copy subscription 
service will be offered. 
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2-2 Environmentally 
Sensitive Lands 

2-2.000 General Information   1 
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APPENDIX 
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